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Strandbar Mitte

overs and guest brewers. 
(p113 )

Pier This upscale craft-
beer bar inspired by 
Coney Island also serves 
American snacks. (p83 )

Best Cocktail Bars 
Schwarze Traube Pint-
sized drinking parlour 
with bespoke cocktails. 
(p112 )

Würgeengel Fun crowd 
keeps the cocktails and 
conversation flowing in 
a genuine ’50s setting. 
(p107 )

Thelonius Perfect 
trifecta of soft sounds, 
lovely light and expert 
cocktails. (p117 )

Becketts Kopf Wait 
for Godot while sipping 
supreme classics and 

seasonal inspirations. 
(p138 )

Buck and Breck Cocktail 
classics for grown-ups in 
a speakeasy-style setting. 
(p83 )

Best Beer Gardens 
Prater Biergarten Ber-
lin’s oldest beer garden 
still rocks beneath the 
chestnuts after 175 years 
in business. (p137 )

Cafe am Neuen See 
Beer and pretzels by a 
pond in a romantic set-
ting in Tiergarten park. 
(p150)

Best Wine Bars 
Otto Rink For relaxed 
but demanding wine fans 

with a penchant for Ger-
man wines. (p107 )

Weinerei Forum Works 
on the honour system: 
you drink, then decide 
how much to pay. (p137 )

Best Summertime 
Bars 
Klunkerkranich Hipster 
spot with urban garden 
and great sunset views 
atop Neukölln shopping 
centre. (p117 )

Strandbar Mitte Berlin’s 
original beach bar with 
views of Museum Island. 
(p52 )

Club der Visionäre 
Boatshed turned party 
pen with DJs who know 
the groove. (p112 )

 As one of Europe’s primo party capitals, Berlin 
o  ers a thousand and one scenarios for getting 
your cocktails and kicks (or wine or beer, for that 
matter). From  cocktail lairs and rooftop lounges 
to concept and craft-beer pubs – the next thirst 
parlor is usually within stumbling distance.

Etiquette
 Table service is common, and you shouldn’t order 
at the bar unless you intend to hang out there or 
there’s a sign saying Selbstbedienung (self-service). 
In traditional German pubs, it’s customary to keep 
a tab instead of paying for each round separately. 
In bars with DJs a ‘tip’ of €2 is usually added to 
the cost of your first drink. Tip bartenders about 
5%, servers 10%. Drinking in public is legal and 
widely practised, especially around party zones. 
Try to be civilised about it, though. No puking on 
the U-Bahn, please!

What’s Pouring?
 Not surprisingly, beer – especially Pils and Weizen-
bier (wheat beer) – is big in Berlin and most places 
pour a variety of national and imported brews. In 
general, though, locally produced craft beers are 
gaining in popularity with pioneers including Hei-
denpeters, Vagabund and Hops & Barley, all with 
their own tap rooms. Also look for vodka by Our/
Berlin; Korn (a premium schnapps) by Berliner 
Brandstifter; or cider by Original Berliner Cidre. 
A new crop of dedicated wine bars and cocktail 
caverns has also notably elevated the ‘liquid art’ 
scene of late.

 Best Craft-Beer 
Pubs 
Hops & Barley Fabulous 
unfiltered pilsner, dark 
and wheat beer made in 
a former butcher’s shop. 
(p126 )

Hopfenreich Berlin’s 
first craft-beer bar also 
has tastings, tap take-

Bars
Best

y Top Tips
  The line between 

cafe and bar is often 
blurred, with many 
changing stripes 
as the hands move 
around the clock.

 Alcohol is served 
(and consumed) 
pretty much all day. 
Some bars have 
happy hours that 
usually run from 
6pm to 9pm.
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Field of Stelae
 At first, Peter Eisenman’s massive grid of con-
crete columns of equal size at various heights 
may seem austere and unemotional, but take 
time to feel the coolness of the stone and con-
template the interplay of light and shadow. Then 
plunge into this maze of narrow passageways 
and give yourself over to a metaphorical sense of 
disorientation, confusion and claustrophobia.

Ort der Information
 If the memorial itself feels rather abstract, 
the information centre movingly lifts the veil 
of anonymity from the six million Holocaust 
victims. A graphic timeline of Jewish persecution 
during the Third Reich is followed by a series of 
rooms documenting the fates of individuals and 
families. Poignant and heart-wrenching, these 
exhibits will leave no one untouched.

Room of Names
 In this darkened and most visceral room in the 
information centre, the names and years of birth 
and death of Jewish victims are projected onto all 
four walls while a solemn voice reads their short 
biographies. It takes almost seven years to com-
memorate all known victims in this fashion.

Homosexuellen-Denkmal
 The Gay Memorial trains the spotlight on the 
tremendous persecution and suffering of Europe’s 
gay community under the Nazis. Across from the 
Holocaust Memorial, on the edge of Tiergar-
ten park, it’s a freestanding 4m-high off-kilter 
concrete cube designed by Danish-Norwegian 
artists (and Berlin residents) Michael Elmgreen 
and Ingar Dragset. A looped video plays through 
a warped, narrow window.

y Top Tips
  Free guided tours run 

at 3pm on Saturday in 
English and at 3pm on 
Sunday in German.

 The memorial is at 
its moodiest (and most 
photogenic) when 
shadows are long, ie 
early morning or late in 
the day.

 Last admission to the 
information centre is 45 
minutes before closing.

 Audioguides cost €4 
(concession €2).

5 Take a Break
 For vegan and vegetar-
ian in a modern set-
ting, head to  Samadhi 
(%030-2248 8850; www.
samadhi-vegetarian.de; 
Wilhelmstrasse 77; mains 
€9-15; hnoon-11pm; Wv; 
g200).

For a wide selection 
of eating and drinking 
options, take the short 
stroll south to Pots-
damer Platz (p60 ).

 It took 17 years of discussion, planning and con-
struction, but on 10 May 2005 the Memorial to the 
Murdered Jews of Europe was officially dedicated. 
Colloquially known as the  Holocaust Memorial, it’s 
Germany’s central memorial to the Nazi-planned 
genocide of the Third Reich. In a space the size of 
a football field, New York architect Peter Eisen-
man created 2711 sarcophagi-like stelae rising in 
sombre silence from undulating ground. You’re 
free to access this labyrinth at any point and make 
your individual journey through it.

1 Map p30, D4

%030-2639 4336

www.stiftung-denkmal.de

Cora-Berliner-Strasse 1

h  eld 24hr, information 
centre 10am-8pm Tue-Sun 
Apr-Sep, to 7pm Oct-Mar

bBrandenburger Tor, 
XBrandenburger Tor
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the youngest brother 
of King Frederick the 
Great, then became a 
school under Kaiser 
Wilhelm II and a 
museum of ethnology 
under the Nazis. It’s 
closed to the public.

4 Siegessäule
 Engulfed by roundabout 
traffic, the 1873 Victory 
Column was erected 
to celebrate Prussian 
military victories and 
is now a prominent 
symbol of Berlin’s gay 
community. The gilded 
woman on top repre-
sents the goddess of 

victory and is featured 
prominently in the Wim 
Wenders movie Wings 
of Desire. Climb to the 
top to appreciate the 
park’s dimensions.

5 Rousseauinsel
 One of Tiergarten’s 
most idyllic spots is 
the Rousseauinsel, a 
teensy island in a placid 
pond that’s a memo-
rial to 18th-century 
French philosopher 
Jean-Jacques Rous-
seau. It was designed 
to resemble his actual 
burial site on   an island 

near Paris. Look for the 
stone pillar.

6 Luiseninsel
 Another enchanting 
place, Luiseninsel is a 
tranquil gated garden 
brimming with statues 
and redolent with 
seasonal flower beds. 
It was created after 
Napoleon’s occupying 
troops left town in 1808 
in celebration of the 
return from exile of the 
royal couple Friedrich 
Wilhelm III and Queen 
Luise.

2 The Walk
 Berlin’s rulers used to hunt boar and pheasants in 
the rambling Tiergarten until garden architect Peter 
Lenné landscaped the grounds in the 18th century. 
Today it’s one of the world’s largest urban parks, 
popular for strolling, jogging, picnicking, Frisbee 
tossing and, yes, nude sunbathing.

 Start Brandenburg Gate; bBrandenburger Tor, 
XBrandenburger Tor

Finish Potsdamer Platz; bPotsdamer Platz, 
XPotsdamer Platz

Length 4km; 1½ to two hours

5 Take a Break
 At the lakeside beer garden  Cafe am Neuen See 
(%030-254 4930; www.cafeamneuensee.de; Lichtenstein-
allee 2; hrestaurant 9am-11pm, beer garden 11am-late 
Mon-Fri, 10am-late Sat & Sun; c; g200, XZoologischer 
Garten, bZoologischer Garten, Tiergarten), cold beers 
go well with bratwurst, pretzels and pizza.

1 Strasse des 
17 Juni
 The broad boulevard 
bisecting Tiergarten 
was named Street of 17 
June in honour of the 
victims of the bloodily 
quashed 1953 work-
ers’ uprising in East 
Berlin. Back in the 16th 
century, the road linked 
two royal palaces; it was 
doubled in width and 
turned into a triumphal 
road under Hitler.

2 Sowjetisches 
Ehrenmal
 The Soviet War 
Memorial is flanked 
by two Russian T-34 
tanks said to have been 
the first to enter the 
city in 1945. It was built 
by German workers 
on order of the Soviets 
and completed just 
months after the end 
of the war. More than 
2000 Red Army soldiers 
are buried behind the 
colonnade.

3 Schloss 
Bellevue
 A succession of German 
presidents have made 
their home in snowy-
white Bellevue Palace. 
The neoclassical pile 
was originally a pad for 
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 A Leisurely Tiergarten Stroll  151150

(Europaplatz) and the 
south exit (Washington-
platz).

ZOB (Central 
Coach Station)

  Most long-haul buses 
arrive at the  Zentraler 
Omnibusbahnhof (ZOB; 
%030-3010 0175; www.
iob-berlin.de; Masurenallee 
4-6; bMesse/ICC Nord, 
XKaiserdamm) near the 
trade fair grounds on the 
western city edge.

 The closest U-Bahn 
station is Kaiserdamm, 
about 400m north and 
served by the U2 which 
travels straight through 
the city centre. Tickets 
cost €2.70 (Tari   AB).

 The nearest S-Bahn 
station is Messe Süd/ICC, 
about 200m east of ZOB. 
It is served by the Ring-
bahn (circle line) S41/42 
and handy for such 
districts as Prenzlauer 
Berg, Friedrichshain and 
Neukölln. You need an AB 
ticket (€2.70).

 Budget about €14 for 
a taxi ride to the western 
city centre and €22 to the 
eastern city centre.

Getting 
Around
 For information and trip 
planning, see www.bvg.
de. Most single tickets 

irreverence paired with 
all the zeitgeist essentials 
global nomads crave.

 Das Stue (www.das-stue.
com) Charismatic refuge 
from the urban bustle 
with understated gran-
deur and Tiergarten park 
as a front yard.

 Hotel am Steinplatz 
(www.hotelsteinplatz.com) 
Golden 1920s glamour 
radiates from the listed 
walls of this revivi  ed art-
deco jewel.

Arriving in 
Berlin

Berlin-Tegel 
Airport 

   Tegel Airport (TXL; 
%030-6091 1150; www.
berlin-airport.de; gTegel 
Flughafen) is about 
8km northwest of 
Zoologischer Garten 
and 13km northwest of 
Alexanderplatz.

  The TXL express 
bus connects Tegel to 
Alexanderplatz (40 min-
utes) via Hauptbahnhof 
(central train station) and 

Unter den Linden every 
10 minutes.

 For the City West 
around Zoologischer 
Garten take bus X9 (20 
minutes), which also runs 
at 10-minute intervals.

  The closest S-Bahn 
station is Jungfernheide, 
which is a stop on the 
S41/S42 (the Ringbahn, 
or circle line). It is linked 
to the airport by bus X9.

  The closest U-Bahn 
station is Jakob-Kaiser-
Platz, served by bus 109 
and X9. From here, the 
U7 takes you directly 
to Schöneberg and 
Kreuzberg.

 All journeys cost €2.70 
(Tari   AB).

  Taxi rides cost about 
€20 to Zoologischer 
Garten and €27 to Alex-
anderplatz and take 30 
to 45 minutes. There’s a 
€0.50 airport surcharge.

Berlin-Schönefeld 
Airport

   Schönefeld Airport 
(SXF; %030-6091 1150; www.
berlin-airport.de; dAirport-
Express, RE7 & RB14) is 
about 22km southeast of 
Alexanderplatz.

  The airport train station 
is 400m from the termi-

nals. Free shuttle buses 
run every 10 minutes.

 Airport-Express trains 
make the trip to central 
Berlin twice hourly in 
20 to 30 minutes. Note: 
these are regular regional 
trains denoted as RE7 
and RB14 in timetables.

 The slower S-Bahn S9 
runs every 20 minutes 
and is useful if you’re 
headed to Friedrichshain 
(eg Ostkreuz, 30 min-
utes) or Prenzlauer Berg 
(eg Schönhauser Allee, 
45 minutes).

 The nearest U-Bahn 
station, Rudow, is about 
a 10-minute ride on bus 
X7 or bus 171 from the 
airport. From Rudow, the 
U7 takes you straight into 
town. This connection is 
useful if you’re headed for 
Neukölln or Kreuzberg.

 All journeys cost €3.30 
(tari   ABC).

 A cab ride to central 
Berlin averages €42 and 
takes 40 minutes to an 
hour.

Hauptbahnhof
  Berlin’s central train 

station is served by U-
Bahn, S-Bahn, trams and 
buses.

 Taxi ranks are located 
outside the north exit 

Tickets & Passes
  One ticket is valid for all forms of public transport.

 The network comprises fare zones A, B and C with tickets available for 
zones AB, BC or ABC.

 AB tickets, valid for two hours, cover most city trips (interruptions and 
transfers allowed, round-trips not). Exceptions: Potsdam and Schönefeld 
Airport (ABC tari  ).

 Children aged six to 14 qualify for reduced (ermässigt) rates; kids under six 
travel free.

 One-day passes (Tageskarte; €7) are valid for unlimited rides on all forms of 
public transport until 3am the following day. The group day pass (Kleingruppen- 
Tageskarte; €17.30) is valid for up to  ve people travelling together.

 Buy tickets from bus drivers, vending machines at U- or S-Bahn stations 
and aboard trams, station o   ces, and news kiosks sporting the yellow BVG 
logo. Some vending machines accept debit cards. Bus drivers and tram vend-
ing machines only take cash.

 Single tickets, except those bought from bus drivers and in trams, must be 
validated before boarding.

 On-the-spot  ne for travelling without a valid ticket: €40.

 A range of travel passes o  er good value.

Getting Around   179178  Survival Guide

Museum Island

Kreuzberg

Prenzlauer Berg

Friedrichshain

Prenzlauer Berg 
(p128)
This charismatic 
neighbourhood entices 
with fun shopping, 
gorgeous townhouses, 
cosy cafes and a 
fabulous flea market.

Museum Island & 
Alexanderplatz  
(p40)
Gawk at a pirate's 
chest of treasure from 
ancient civilisations 
guarded by the soaring 
TV Tower on socialist-
styled Alexanderplatz. 

Top Sights1
Pergamonmuseum
Neues Museum

Kreuzberg (p104)
Gritty but cool, 
Kreuzberg is a joy to 
explore on foot, with a 
vibrant restaurant scene 
and Berlin's most 
happening nightlife.

Friedrichshain
(p118)
This student-flavoured 
district is tailor-made 
for soaking up Berlin's 
laid-back vibe and
great for nightlife 
explorations.

Top Sights1
East Side Gallery

East Side
Gallery

Gedenkstätte
Berliner Mauer

Jüdisches
Museum

Pergamonmuseum
Neues
Museum

‚
Schloss & Park
Sanssouci (20km)ssouSans m

r urstendamm
Potsdamer Platz

Potsdamer Platz 
(p54)
This brand-new quarter, 
on ground once  
bisected by the Berlin 
Wall, is now a showcase 
of fabulous contempo-
rary architecture. 

Top Sights1

Potsdamer Platz
Jüdisches Museum

Gemäldegalerie

Kurfürstendamm
(p86)
Nirvana for shopaholics, 
this grand boulevard 
spills into idyllic side 
streets teeming with 
quaint shops, bustling 
cafes and restaurants. 

Worth a Trip
Top Sights1

Schloss Charlottenburg
Schloss & Park 
Sanssouci

Reichstag &
Unter den Linden  
(p22)
Berlin's historic hub 
delivers great views, 
iconic landmarks and 
the city's most beautiful 
boulevard.

Top Sights1
Reichstag & 
Government Quarter
Brandenburg Gate &
Pariser Platz
Holocaust Memorial

Scheunenviertel
(p72)
The maze-like historic 
Jewish Quarter is 
fashionista central and
also teems with hip bars 
and restaurants.

Top Sights1
Gedenkstätte Berliner 
Mauer 

Potsdamer
Platz

Reichstag &
Government

Quarter
Brandenburg Gate

& Pariser Platz

Schloss
Charlottenburg

Gemäldegalerie

Holocaust
Memorial

 Berlin 
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Fast-food restaurant near Kottbusser Tor (p106)

H
IN

T
E

R
H

O
F/S

H
U

T
T

E
R

S
T

O
C

K
 ©

M
IC

H
A

E
L TA

Y
LO

R
/G

E
T

T
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S
 ©

gays, ex-hippies and 
Turkish immigrants. 
Plenty of street cafes 
provide perfect people-
watching perches.

Kotti Bar-Hop 
(p106)

  Bars for all persuasions
 Restorative fast-food joints

 It takes a nanosecond to 
figure out that Berlin has 
no shortage of libation 
stations. By our estima-
tion, the vibrantly gritty 
area around Kottbusser 
Tor U-Bahn station has 
some of the city’s best, 
and all are conveniently 
within stumbling dis-
tance of each other. No 
matter whether you’re 
the beer or cocktail type, 
you’ll find a favourite 
booze burrow here.

An Afternoon in the 
Bergmannkiez (p70)

  Eclectic shopping
 Urban oases

 Wrapping around cafe-
lined Bergmannstrasse, 
the Bergmannkiez 
(neighbourhood) is Kreuz-
berg’s quieter and more 
bourgeois western section. 
After a spot of shopping, 
enjoy wide open spaces at 
an airport turned urban 
playground, contemplate 
the resilience of the hu-
man spirit at the Berlin 
Airlift Memorial and enjoy 
a beer on the hill that gave 
Kreuzberg its name.

Nosing Around 
Neukölln (p116)

  Vibrant creative scene
 Multicultural bar-hopping

 Berlin’s newest ‘it’ quarter 
is a shape-shifter, a 
dynamic and restless 
animal fed by an ap-
petite for diversity and 
creativity. An exploration 
here is bound to be an 
eye-opener, perhaps even 
a glimpse into future 
trends. We can only 
provide suggestions on 
where to start, but give in 
to the local DIY spirit and 
you’ll soon make your 
own discoveries.

Sundays in the 
Mauerpark (p130)

  Flea market and karaoke
 Co  ee culture

 When it comes to the 
Mauerpark, we have to 
agree with the tens of 
thousands of locals and 
visitors: this is a great 

place to be on a Sunday, 
especially a sunny one. A 
fabulous flea market, out-
rageous outdoor karaoke, 
barbecues and bands, all 
in a place once bifurcated 
by the Berlin Wall, create 
the ideal cocktail of fun 
and experience.

A Leisurely 
Saunter Through 
Schöneberg (p102)

  Cafe scene
 Indie boutiques

 Often overshadowed by 
Kurfürstendamm to the 
west and Kreuzberg to 
the east, Schöneberg de-
serves its own spotlight. 
It’s a largely residential 
but engagingly eclectic 
neighbourhood where 
greying suits rub shoul-
ders with party-hearty 

 After checking out Berlin’s top sights, experience what makes the city tick. Eclectic 
shopping strips, charismatic residential areas, chameleonesque neighbourhoods, 
neuron-destroying party quarters and even an antidote to ‘boring Sundays’ are all 
features that make up the Berliner’s Berlin.

Flohmarkt am Mauerpark (p131)

 Other great places 
and ways to experi-
ence the city like a 
local: 

Glamour shopping 
(p39 )

Drinks with a View 
(p52)

Little Asia (p95)

Sunday Concerts (p85 )

Haus Schwarzenberg 
(p82 )

Street Food Thursday 
(p162 )

Urban Playground 
(p126 )

Knaackstrasse Cafe 
Scene (p136)

 Berlin 
Local Life  
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For more information,
see Survival Guide (p175)

  Currency
 Euro (€)

 Language
 German (English widely spoken)

Visas
 Generally not required for tourist stays of 
up to 90 days (or at all for EU nationals); 

some nationalities need a Schengen  visa.

Money
 ATMs are widespread. Cash is king; credit 

cards are not widely used.

Mobile Phones
 Mobile   phones operate on GSM900/1800. 

Local SIM cards can be used in unlocked 
European and Australian phones. Multiband 

US phones also work in Germany.

Time
 Clocks in  Germany are set to Central 

European Time (GMT/UTC plus one hour). 
Daylight-savings time kicks in on the last 

Sunday in March and ends on the last 
Sunday in October.

 Tipping
 Servers 10%, bartenders 5%, taxi drivers 10%, 

porters €1 to €2 per bag, room cleaners €1 to 
€2 per day, toilet attendants €0.50.

Arriving in Berlin 
 Most visitors arrive at one of Berlin’s two 
airports: Tegel or Schönefeld (www.berlin-
airport.de). The Hauptbahnhof (main train 
station) is in the city centre, the ZOB (central 
coach station) in the far western city.

A From Berlin-Tegel Airport

Destination Best Transport 

 Alexanderplatz TXL express bus

Kurfürstendamm X9 express bus

Kreuzberg/
Kottbusser Tor

Bus 109 to Uhland-
strasse, then U1

Potsdamer Platz X9 to Ernst-Reuter-
Platz, then U2

A From Berlin-Schönefeld Airport

Destination Best Transport 

 Alexanderplatz Airport-Express train 
(RB14 or RE7), S9

Bahnhof Zoologischer 
Garten

Airport-Express

Kreuzberg/
Kottbusser Tor

Airport-Express 
to Alexanderplatz, 
then U8

Potsdamer Platz Airport-Express to 
Friedrichstrasse, 
then S1, S2 or S25

L From Hauptbahnhof
 Berlin’s central train station is served by 
buses, trams, and U-Bahn and S-Bahn trains.

J From ZOB (Central Coach 
Station)
 The central coach station is a short walk from 
both U-Bahn and S-Bahn stations.

Getting Around
 Berlin has an extensive and fairly reliable 
public transport system consisting of the 
U-Bahn (underground, or subway), S-Bahn 
(light rail), buses and trams. One ticket is 
valid on all forms of transport. Day passes are 
available. Most tickets need to be validated 
(stamped) before or upon boarding. For trip 
planning, see www.bvg.de

X U-Bahn
 Most efficient way to travel; operates 4am to 
12.30am and all night Friday, Saturday and 
public holidays. From Sunday to Thursday, 
half-hourly night buses take over in the 
interim.

b S-Bahn
 Less frequent than U-Bahn trains but with 
fewer stops and thus useful for longer dis-
tances. Same operating hours as the U-Bahn.

J Bus
 Slow but useful for sightseeing on the cheap. 
Run frequently 4.30am to 12.30am; half-
hourly night buses in the interim. MetroBuses 
(designated M1, M19 etc) operate 24/7.

U Tram
 Only in the eastern districts; MetroTrams 
(designated M1, M2 etc) run 24/7.

H Cycling
 Bike lanes and rental stations abound; bikes 
are allowed in specially marked U-Bahn and 
S-Bahn carriages.

K Taxi
 Can be hailed; fairly inexpensive. Avoid during 
daytime rush hour.

K Uber
 The only Uber option in Berlin is uberTaxi. 
Prices are identical to regular taxis, including 
a surcharge of €1.50 for cash-free payments.

Your Daily Budget 
 Budget: Less than €100 

  Dorm bed or peer-to-peer rental: €10–30
  Club cover: €5–15

  Public-transport day pass: €7

Midrange: €100–200 
  Private apartment or double room: 

€80–120
  Two-course dinner with wine: €25–40

  Guided tour: €10–20

Top end: More than €200 
  Upmarket apartment or double in top-end 

hotel: from €160
  Gourmet two-course dinner with wine: €70
  Cab ride: €25

Useful Websites 
 Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/ 
germany/berlin) Destination information, 
hotel bookings, traveller forum and more.
Visit Berlin (www.visitberlin.de) Official tour-
ist authority info.
Museumsportal (www.museumsportal-
berlin.de) Gateway to the city’s museums.
Resident Advisor (www.residentadvisor.net) 
Guide to parties and clubbing.

Advance Planning
 Two to three months before Book tickets 
for the Berliner Philharmonie, the Staatsoper, 
Sammlung Boros and other top-flight events.
One month before Book online tickets for 
the Reichstag dome, the Neues Museum 
and the Pergamonmuseum.
Two weeks before Reserve a table at 
trendy or Michelin-starred restaurants, 
especially for Friday and Saturday dinners.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

before the driver has acti-
vated the regular meter.

Essential 
Information

  Business Hours
 Many boutiques and 
smaller shops don’t open 
until noon and close at 
6pm or 7pm.

Bars 7pm to 1am or later

Clubs 11pm to 5am or 
later

Restaurants 11am to 
11pm

Shops 10am to 8pm 
Monday to Saturday

Supermarkets 8am to 
8pm or later; some 24 
hours

Discount Cards
 Berlin Welcome Card 
(www.berlin-welcome-
card.de) Valid   for unlim-
ited public transport for 
one adult and up to three 
children under 14 for up 
to 50% discount to 200 
sights, attractions and 
tours; available for up to 
six days.

CityTourCard (www.city
tourcard.com) Similar to 
the Berlin Welcome Card 
but a bit cheaper and 
with fewer discounts.

Museumspass Berlin 
Buys admission to the 
permanent exhibits of 
about 50 museums for 
three consecutive open-
ing days. It sells for €24 
(concession €12) at tour-
ist o   ces and participat-
ing museums.

Electricity 

230V/50Hz

Emergency 
 Ambulance (%112)

Fire Department (%112)

Police (%110)

Money
  The easiest and quick-

est way to obtain cash is 
from an ATM (Geldauto-
mat). Check with your 
bank for fees and daily 
withdrawal limits.

 Cash is king in 
Germany.

 Credit cards are 
becoming more widely 
accepted (especially in 
hotels and upmarket 
shops and restaurants) 
but it’s best to enquire 
 rst.

 Report lost or stolen 
cards to the central 
number %116 116.

Public Holidays
 Shops, banks and   public 
and private offices are 
closed on the following 
gesetzliche Feiertage 
(public holidays):

Neujahrstag (New Year’s 
Day) 1 January

Ostern (Easter) March/
April; Good Friday, 
Easter Sunday and Easter 
Monday

Christi Himmelfahrt 
(Ascension Day) Forty 
days after Easter, always 
on a Thursday

Maifeiertag (Labour 
Day) 1 May

need to be validated 
before or upon boarding.

U-Bahn
  Lines (referred to as  

U1, U2 etc) operate from 
4am until about 12.30am 
and throughout the night 
on Friday, Saturday and 
public holidays (all lines 
except the U4 and U55).

 From Sunday to Thurs-
day, night buses take over 
in the interim.

  S-Bahn & Train
  S-Bahn trains (S1, S2 

etc) operate from 4am 
to 12.30am and all night 
on Friday, Saturday and 
public holidays.

 Destinations further 
a  eld are served by RB 
and RE trains. You’ll need 
an ABC or  Deutsche 
Bahn (%01806 99 66 33; 

www.bahn.de) ticket to use 
these trains.

Bus
  Buses  run frequently 

between 4.30am and 
12.30am.

 Night buses (desig-
nated N19, N23 etc) take 
over after 12.30am.

 MetroBuses (designat-
ed M19, M41 etc) operate 
24/7.

 Tickets bought from 
bus drivers don’t need to 
be validated.

Tram
  Trams (Strassen-

bahn) operate almost 
exclusively in the eastern 
districts.

 Those  designated M1, 
M2 etc, run 24/7.

Bicycle
  Many hotels and  

hostels have guest bikes. 
Alternatively, rental sta-
tions abound.

 Bicycles may be 
taken aboard designated 
U-Bahn and S-Bahn 
carriages (look for the 
bicycle logo) as well as 
on night buses (Sunday 
to Thursday only) and 
trams. You need a sepa-
rate bicycle ticket called a 
Fahrradkarte (€1.90).

 The websites www.
bbbike.de and www.
vmz-info.de are handy for 
route planning.

Taxi
  You can order a  taxi by 

phone,  ag one down or 
pick one up at a rank. At 
night, cars often line up 
outside theatres, clubs 
and other venues.

 Flag fall is €3.90, then 
it’s €2 per kilometre up to 
7km and €1.50 for each 
additional kilometre.

 Credit or debit card 
surcharge is €1.50. Tip 
about 10%.

 The Kurzstreckentarif 
(short-trip rate) lets you 
ride in a cab for up to 
2km for €5 provided you 
 ag down a moving taxi 

and request this rate 

Late-Night & Sunday Shopping
  One handy feature of Berlin culture is the Spät-

kauf (Späti in local vernacular), which are small 
neighbourhood stores stocked with the basics 
and open from early evening until 2am or later.

 Some supermarkets stay open until midnight; 
a few are even 24 hours.  

 Shops and supermarkets in major train 
stations (Hauptbahnhof, Ostbahnhof, Friedrich-
strasse) are open late and on Sunday.

Essential Information   181180  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of Berlin
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Berlin
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Berlin’s Best…
The best experiences

00-title-contents-pk-bln5.indd   20-title-contents-pk-bln5.indd   2 21/10/2016   12:24:27 PM21/10/2016   12:24:27 PM



Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Bar Hemingway 
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Lonely Planet’s 
Berlin
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Berlin.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b S-Bahn
X U-Bahn
j Tram
d Train
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Welcome to 
Berlin

 Berlin is a bon vivant, passionately feasting on the smor-
gasbord of life. A contagious energy permeates its cafes, 
bars and clubs, while indie boutiques and progressive res-
taurants compete for your time with world-class museums 
and striking landmarks that reflect the city’s riveting his-
tory. Whether it’s must-sees or aimless explorations, Berlin 
delivers it all in one exciting and memorable package.

QuickStart 
Guide 

7
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